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feel ayfelf d ditreſſed, Ghillk! . am eek 
lecting the mournful event that has ſum- 
" _ us together at this time: but, that 
the ſolemn providence may not paſs un- 
noticed, nor fail of improvement, the near- 
eſt relatives of our deceaſed Friend, have 

5 defired me to borrow my theme of diſ- 

cour ſe, which dwelt on his heart, and was 


often on his tongue, from, 


PSALM, IXL 58. 
In God is my ſalvation and my glory: the rock 
of my frength, and my refuge is in God. Truſt in 


him at all times; ye people pour out your hearts be- 


. fore him: God is a refuge for us. 


A 4 | Pſalm 


(s) 
PSALM LIXI. 7, 8. 
In Gods my ſalvation and my glory: the rock 
„Amy firength, and my refuge is in God. Truſt in 


him at all times; ye People pour out our hearts be- 
ore him: God i ic a refuge for us. 


OWE VE R gay and viſionary the 
younger part of mankind may be, in 


b and expecting a paradiſe below; a 

few ſerious reflexions on the track of human 
life will correct their errors, and readily con- 
vince them of their fond deluſion; as perfect 
bappineſs is not the lot of an earthly abode. 
Life, at beſt, is a mixture of lights and 
*ſhades; and tho' it may throw a beauty on 
| the whole, and ſerve to form a deſirable and 


plea- 


. n 4 5 2 "I 2 9 FEAR _ "A * 
— — — > © x Am” tag x _ _ - e * - J LO: N —_— 
a ml 5 - q * dens 6 1 1 N 2 2 
- a © 
_ >» as * 
— 3 © 
— 


pleaſing picture, conſidering the ſcheme that 
providence has to carry on, yet it requires 


patience and ſubmiſſion, as well as grateful 


praiſe, to make the beſt of life; to gild the 
rugged paths of being, and reflect a ſhine 


and luſtre on all our joys. That man there- 


| fore i is, at beſt,” but an inexperienced, auk- 


ward politician, who Propoſes to enjoy life 
without taking the bleſſed God into. his 
meaſures: and 'tis but a poor, beggarly phi- 


loſophy, that would deny a providence, and 
expel the Deity from his own dominions. 


The wiſeſt, and moſt virtuous of men, in 


all ages, have derived ſupport under their 


preſſures, and conſolation amidſt their throbs 


of grief, from referring chemſelves, and the 


various intereſting events of life, to the ſu- 


perintendency, care, and direction of an un- 


erring, gracious being, who is guided by a 


view of imparting happineſs to his obedient 


chil- | 


( ) a II 


children in all his ways. | 


The great Hero in my Text, appeared on 
the theatre of nature in different characters; 
and found ſubſtantial difficulties attending 
the execution of every part he bore. But 
whatever were the ſcenes that employed his 
attention and care, he durſt not, in an athe- 
ical manner, ſet up for independence, and 


live without God in the world. 


The P/alm before us, ſeems to have been 
compoſed in great diſtreſs; or with an allu- 
ſion and reſpect to the bitter throws of ago- 
ny he had ſuffered, or expected to undergo. 
In ſuch a ſituation, circumſtances and temp- 
tations are ſeldom wanting to unman the 
ſoul, and fink it to gloom, horror, and de- 
ſpair: but religious principles, and a conſci- 
ouſneſs of a life of conformity to them, will 


not leave a ſoul defenceleſs, nor ſuffer him, 


con- 


(8) 


conſiſtently, to act the coward's part; and 
therefore, from whatever ſource his troubles 


ſprung, he directs his eye and heart up- 
wards; Truly my ſoul waiteth on God; from 
him cometh my ſalvation: He only is my rock, 
and my. ſatvation; he is my _ [ fall not 
be grea 0 moves, 


However hypocritical and fair, was his 


enemies outward ſpeech in bleſſing him with 


their tongues, he knew the ſecret, helliſh di- 
alect of their hearts in curſing him, and 


wiſhing and ſcheming his perdition: but he 
met their bloody deſigns and efforts, with a 


bravery becoming a ſaint of the moſt high: 
In God is my ſalvation and glory, Sc. But 
whilſt he is thus great and happy in him- 


ſelf, from ſupplies truly heavenly and di- 


vine, his heart dilates, and glows with a be- 


nevolent concern, and inextinguiſhable ar- 


dor, that others may partake with him, and 


ex- 


_ 
experience the like raptures and joys: * ruſt 
in the Lord at all times ye people, pour out your 
heart before him: for he is our refuge. — With- 
out attending the particular troubles that 
exerciſed the Pſalmiſt, I ſhall indulge a more 
liberal view, and endeavour to accommo- 
date myſelf, to the larger experiencies, and 
obſervations of a general audience: and here 
I ſhall conſider, 


I. That good people are ſabject to affiiftions of 
various kinds and degrees. 


II. That their duty, privilege, and care is, fo. 
look up to God for ſupport under them; and a 
ſeaſonable deliverance out of them, 


III. That they feel a benevolent concern that 
ol her ſufferers ſhould truſt in the Lord, and pour 
out their hearts before him as their refuge. 


do 


J. 


IS 0e) 
1. J am to obferve that good men are ſub- 
ject to afflictions of various kinds, and de- 


grees. 8 | 


A recent inſtance of this hangs on our 
memory, and affects our tendereſt ſprings of 
nature, whilſt we recollect, whoſe cold re- 
mains, after ſevere ſtruggles, were lately 

committed to the Tomb. And, indeed, tis 
the language of obſervation, experience, and 
revelation, that man 1s born to trouble as 
the ſpark flieth upwards. A good man's hea- 
venly deſcent proves no exemption from the 
common lot of providence; only he has a 
ſource of comfort to mitigate his tortures; 
a rock of ſtrength to fortify and ſupport 
him, and a refuge to fly to, for all needful 
ſupplies; of which the carnal, and irreligi- 
ous, are quite ignorant. If che world fails 
them all is gloom, ſtupidity, or diſtraction. 
It the ſtreams of created mercies ſhall ceaſe 


% 


to 


in 


to flow, they are poor, wretched, and in the 


accent of puſillanimity are ready to ſhriek 


out, We are undone! Our Gods are talen from 


Us, and what have We left! 


But a good man, like others, is ſubject to 


a thouſand nameleſs incidencies, that may 


ſtrip him of his property, and leave him ex- 


poſed to the gripes of poverty, and pinching 


famine. He may be ſtung with the loſs of 
dear and tender friends, chat were given as 


the balm of life, to ſooth his agonies, and 


brighten his joys. Is open to the attack of 


bodily diſorders of a gentler kind; and the 


convulſive throws of torture that embitter 


life, render all its other ſweets unpalatable, 


if not nauſeous, and terapt him, with hea- 
ven's permiſſion, to with for a ſhelter in the 


grave. 


Grace, piety, and virtue, celeſtial forms, 
Ba and 
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feeling; nor do his utmoſt reſignation to 
God, ſubmiſſion to the conduct of provi- 


pect of a fairer face of things, and a glori- 
ous and triumphant deliverance, perſwade 


is deſirable. 


JEHOVAH mall give the nod, the commiſ. 


ſion haſtens down to bear us off. No power 


ſtand agaſt; confeſs their ignorance, im- 


(9) 


and beings of Divinity, dont take away his 


dence, reliance on the engagements of cove- 


nant love, and animating hopes, and proſ- 
him, that he is at eaſe, and poſſeſſes all thar 


But further; no intereſt in the Almighty's 
favour and friendſhip, can prove a ſecurity 
againſt the arreſt of death. A ſcene of all o- 


thers, the moſt intereſting! When the great 


of medicine can detain. The healing faculty 


potence, and want of {kill to ſave. And even 
the almoſt omni potent energy of prayer 
has loſt its virtue, nor has power to prevail. 
1 


(13) 


In this tragical view of things, are we not 


_ tempted to overlook the ſupreme; or deny 


his holding any intereſt here below? If the 
ſelected, and moſt. valuable of mankind, 


have to conflict with the ills of life in com- 


mon with others, are they peculiarly dear to 
heaven? Is God the favorer of virtue and 


goodneſs, whilſt his children ſeem to bear ſo 


mall, if any marks of his diſtinguiſhing 
ſmiles and friendſhip? Are not all things 


the ſtarts of blind, and random chance; or 


produce of a headſtrong and reſiſtleſs fatali- 


Y %% \Why, we are not under the neceſſity, de- 


1 able neceſſity of adopting ſuch gloomy 


{-t1ments, and encouraging ſuch a ſcene of 
zorror, becauſe there are circumſtances that 


may, at leaſt, weaken ſuch apprehenſions; 
and, indeed, entir ely remove them, whilſt L 


conſider, 


II. That 'tis the duty, privilege, and care of 
good 


(ay) 


good minds to bol to God for ſupport under their 
tryals, and a ſeaſonable deliverance out of them. 


The means of eaſe and ſafety, are to be 


employed where an indulgent providence 


has placed them, within our reach; whether 


it be the healing converſation of ſome judic- 
ious, pious friend to ſuggeſt pertinent in- 


ſtructions, or bring retired thoughts to our 


recollection to, comfort us; or ſome tender, 


compaſſionate heart to ſympathize with us, 


in taking off part of our load, whilſt we are 


| calling on him to pity us; or ſome happy 
ſoul, experienced in the ways of God, to 


bear up our wants and hearts with him, in 


united ſocial prayer to the Almi ghty's 


Throne; or ſome bountiful hand to pour in 


relief againſt the preſſures of indigence; or 


ſome ſkilful preſcriptions and applications 
to cure our bodily diſorders, and rear us to 


life, health, and enjoyment again. But ſtill, 


48 


his wiſe pleaſure, 


* : 2 WARS" ; 1 = ”m "Wc f * N 4 * * 5 K * h « 4 
1 F v | kh 
4 * 
„ \ 1 5 3 
6 * 


as tis the duty of all; tis the pious ſoul's 
care and privilege, to look up to God, to 
work with means, and ſtamp a bleſſing on 
them as his inſtruments, and channels of 
conveyance of good to him; or ſubmit to 
and gracious diſpoſal, 
ſhould he ſee proper to withhold ſucceſs. 


And in this view, how great, and noble 
do we often ſee God render his people un- 
der their diſtreſſes! It is for no good man 
to fay what he cannot do, or ſuffer, whilſt 
God ſtands by him. How frequently is he 


ſu pported under laborious exerciſes that, 


in a more diſtant view, he feared would 


prove inſupportable. ; 
His life, is that of faith realizing, and 

bringing home to his boſom, ſacred, and | 

important truths; whoſe transforming ener- 


gy, and controuling power, are felt with as 


much 


A 
much certainty as I feel a ſolid ſubſtance, 
when I graſp it with my hand. 


He believes the omnipotence of God 8 


power; the invincibility of his ſtrength; his 
infinite extent of knowledge; the infallibility 
of his wiſdom; his univerſal, all- pervading 
preſence; the immutability of his love; his 
invarible faithfulneſs, and ſteady, facred, 
unchangeable regard to his promiſes, and 
engagements in the new covenant of grace, 
founded in free, and unfollicited goodneſs, 
and ratified in the meritorious life, and 
death, of a crucified, riſen, exalted, and in- 


terceeding FESUS. 


He believes God's providential empire 
thro' all nature; that he marks thoſe ſouls 
as his own, who have been conſcientiouſly, 
and ſtudiouſly concerned to approve them- 
ſelves to him, by copying after him, as the 

vrig- 


| (17) 
original ſtandard, .and firſt pattern of all 


moral beauty and lovelineſs: and having 
ſome ſecret, chearing, well. grounded hopes 
of an intereſt in the favor, and complacence 


of this all- ſufficient LORD, and SAY IOUR; 
this, under the agency, and tuition of the 
bleſſed, and good /þ:r:t, lifts his ſoul to GOD; 


teaches him to adhere to him; to repoſe his 


confidence in him, as the {pring. of his ſal- 


wa tion. 


Calamities mayſtill continue to preſs hard 


on him; deliverance, for che preſent, may 


ſeem to fail: his ſituation may be helpleſs, 
and hopeleſs to human view: but tho' the 


fountain of nature may be ſealed up, and 


yield no ſupplies; tho' the world and all its 
enjoyments may wither away to an atom, 
GOD is not dead: his power 15 not enfeebled; 
his all-diſcerning eye 1s not darkned; his 


faichfulneſs does not fail; his love is not ex- 


LY 
6-4 


tin- 


* l 160 oh 
tinguiſhed; his ſtores are exhauſtleſs; he lives; 


he lives for ever as the ſource of ſupport, 
and conſolation to the ſoul that repairs to 
him as his refuge, and ſalvation.” 


Does GOD then lend his ſuſtaining arm 
to ſave the ſinking ſoul Are there any viſt- 
ble traces of his ſpecial, active preſence, and 
interpoſing care? Dont we perceive his chi- 
dren born off as helpleſs victims, b 

the grand repofi tory of the dead, equally wi 
the vileſt that ever infeſted the ground? Wet. 
be it fo! Then came their final deliverance! 
Then GOD appeared more than ever their 
rock, and ſalvation. Death, like ſome kind 
Angel from heaven, has broke down the pri- 
ſon-walls, and ſet the never-dying particle 
of divinity at full liberty. He is gone: he is 
gone to yon world, to drink in full joy, and 
rapture, at the fountain-bead; leaving it as 
a laſt prayer, and ſolemn charge, to thoſe a- 


round 


 _— 


(19) . 
round him, that they ſhould 74% in the Lord 
at all times, and pour out their heart before him 


as their ſtrengtb, and refuge; which leads me, 


III. Ard laſlly to obJerve, that good nen feel a 


benevolent concern, that their fellow-ſuſſerers 


ſhould repair to God at all times, as their refuge, 


and ſalvation, 


Whatever may be the ſpring of action in the 
Deity, no man can juſtly claim a near, and 
ſpecial relation to him, who is not actuated 
by a ſenſe of duty expreſſed, in part, by a 


benevolent concern to relieve diſtreſs, in 


whatever form it may appear. 


But of all acts of kindneſs, none are of an 


equally important nature with thoſe done 


to the fouls of men, in aſſiſting their ad- 


vaacement in moral worth, and ſpiritual 


improvement, as the ſource of the pureſt, 


C2 and 


TIS ww 


(20) 
and higheſt joys. And tho it may be diffi- 


cult, at times, to determine what is the im- 


mediate prevailing reaſon of many of our 
purſuits in life, as a combination of motives 
may affect the ſecret, movements of the ſoul, 
and ſet us a-going; yet, in the caſe before 
us, a regard for God's honour, and the hap- 


pineſs of our fellow-creatures, may laudably 


_ unite in exciting our ſolicitude, that they 


ſhould truſt in him, and pour out their heart 


before him. We wiſh them well, and would | 
have them happy: but from the nature of 


the human, mental, and moral frame; the 


intentions of providence in planting g men 


here below; and their relation to a ſtate of 


futurity, this cannot be whilſt chey regard 
not God; fail to fulfil his gracious pleaſure, 


and light the operation of his hands. 


Hence our unavoidable troubles in life, de- 


rive an additional weight, and wound 
with a double ſting. Hence our brighteſt 
carthly 


Is. 


nd 


(21) 

earthly bleſſings loſe their force, ſhrivel up, 
and ſcarce deſerve a name. But when we 
can lay our hearts, without diſguiſe, before 
God; ſubmit them to the inſpection of his 
all- penetrating eye; pour our griefs into his 
boſom; and in the language of ſincerity, and 
uprightneſs, make known our requeſts to 
him; how does it calm our inward throbs, 
and ſet our hearts to reſt, beyond the pow- 

er r of any earthly lenient whatever? If it dont 
always communicate the raptures of joy, it 
will ſtill the breath of murmur, and teach 


the mind ſound content. - 


Now mayn't 15 a ſoul truſt ; in the Lord 
at all times? Will he diſown the pious 
breathings that are implanted, kindled, and 
fanned by holy, and heavenly fire? Dont we 
bear, and underſtand the language chat is 
uttered? Or underſtandin g it, will he turn 
aſide, and ſuffer us to ſeek his face in vain? 

-— Wal 
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(22) 
Will he beat us off, and ſpurn us from bis 
preſence, whilſt truſting in him i in the proſe- 


cution of our duty, according to -our beſt 
views, and perſuaſion of chings. 


He is good; he 18 diſcerning; he is power- 

ful; he is gracious, and faithful: and whilſt 
he loves moral character, and excellence, he 
will own, and favor his dear children, as 


the pourtraits, and images of himſelf. 


Such views, and apprehenſions as theſe 
lived with our deceaſed friend; entered into 
the very complexion of his Soul, and form- 
ed him for a long ſeries of years, to a ſtea- 
dy, conſiſtent, uniform worthy character, in 
his various domeſtic relations; in his con- 
nexions with the Church of Chrift, and the 

general community of mankind, ----- As a 
. perſon of reading, and great good ſenſe; and 
a Proteſtant Chriſtian, on principle and evi- 


dence; 


his 


ſe- 


nd 


vi- 


Ce; 


bes) 
dence, he was held at the utmoſt diſtance, 
from a biggoted attachment to any particu- 
lar religious party; inſtructed to revere good 
men of every denomination; and as a mark 
of the divine approbation of his temper, 
and conduct, GOD ſmiled on him a preſent, 
gracious, reward in ſupporting, and com- 
forting, whilſt he diſciplined him; rendered 
him manly, and great, amidſt his heavy 
ſufferings; inſpired him with chearing hopes 
of an everlaſting deliverance; nor left him 
to expreſs a language foreign to that of his 
crucified maſter; © Father, not 'my will, but thy 
will be done! ” Ol truft therefore i in the Lord at 
all times; pour out your hearts before him, for he is 
a reſuge for us! But T ſhall add nothing more 
on the ſubject, but cloſe with ſome remarks 
on what has been ſaid. 


I. From what has been ſaid, we learn that a 
cordial attachment to ſound, rational religi- 


ON 


— — — 


on, does not tend to make us cowards. 


us below all hazardous purſuits. But I ap- 
prehend, that nothing tends ſo much to in- 


ſpire us with heroic valour; nor form the 
ſoul to ſuch a hardineſs of temper; nor fire 


our defence; and that our preſent conteſts, 


properly conducted, will thed new glories 


can ſo eſſectually reconcile us to death, as 


According to the machiavilian ſcheme, re- 
ligion unmans; us ties down our hands; ener- 


vates all the ſprings of motion; and throws 


its ambition with ſuch quenchleſs flames. 
What can arm us with ſuch reſolution, and 
undaunted boldneſs 3 in perilous adventures, 


as an unſhaken perſuaſion that the cauſe is 
good; that the God of all perfection will be 
on the heavenly crown? 

And if we are ſure to fall a ſacrifice, what 


an inward conviction that, with the falling 


bo- 


bh G5) 

body, we e ſhall drop our loads, and wing a- 

way to God? and therefore the hebrew mar- 
r, conſiſtent with their heavenly profeſſi- 
on, and expreſlive of their fortitude, made 
à noble reply to the kin g. who prepoſterouſ- 

ly decreed their worſhiping the idol he had 


erected, and furiouſly threatned to burn 


them to aſhes on their refuſal. © O king, We 
are not careful to anfwer thee in this matter. If 
it be ſo, our God, whom 4we ſerve, is able to de- 
liver us, and will deliver us out of thy hands: 

but if not, be it known unto thee, 0 King, We = 


will not ſerve thy agus nor the golden image 
—_ thou FOR ſt ol 2. 


I know that ſuicide, 10 faſhionable in the 
preſent age, has encomiums paid 1 it, as an 
indication of greatneſs of ſoul: and perhaps, 


on atheiſticdi principles, it mayn't be quite 
deſtitute of argument t to its ſupport: but 18 


— _ 


: * 8 


* DaxixL III. 16, et ſeq. 


D 1 there 


fon? And dont atheiſm, and infidelity furni 


2 9 „ 
there not a tincture of weakneſs blende 
with 1 it, as it ſeems a tacit acknowledgemen 


| that the troubles are too mighty to be born; 
or too humbling for pride to pay a ſubmiſ 


a ſhrewd ſuſpicion of its cowardly nature 
whilſt it leaves the ſoul defenceleſs, unde 
che preſſing ills of life? 


But a due concern for the heavenly cauſc 


teaches the mind to bear up under it 


weightieſt burdens, ſubmit to its ſharpe 
pungencies, from the perſuaſion, and belie 
that God will, in his own beſt time, rende 


them tributary to happineſs, in the conc! 


ding ſcene of things. 


II. From what has been advanced, we a 


taught how lamentable a caſe it is, that n 


ligious principles, temper, and conduct, th 


are of infinite importance, and intereſt the 
it elvt 


b 0 
ideffſelves ſo minutely in the happineſs of life, 
nenfſhould be ſo much neglected! What feeling 

omheart can reſtrain the flowing tear to ſee, 


mi:nder what infatuation a great part of man- 


mnulind labour? They grope for happineſs at 


ture oon-day! 'Tis juſt at their door; but they | 
nde$ave not the noble reſolution to open, and give 


he heavenly gueſt admiſſion! How is the 
orld tortured into millions of forms, to 
field its ſweets, and all in vain! There's no 
peace, ſays God, to the wicked. * Their 
arpeſherding together in the circle of riot; their 
beliel 


end muſements of life; their adopting looſe 


:aule 


er 1 
mmerſing in a multiplicity of the cares, and | 


ncluffeatiments, can yield them, at beſt, but the 
itiful conſolation of a moment's forgetful- 
els. | 
We 4 
nat 1 And when death's ſable curtains ſhall be 
C, th 
the 


racrn around their beds; if ſorne diſeaſe 
__ — — — —— — —U — 


* hs LVII. utts 


felt 8 2 dont 


(28) — 
dont ſhatter the mind to an incapacity for 
reflexion; or ſome lulling deluſive opiate is 

not employed, | probably, the powers of re- 


| collection will recover their due tone; they 
will be compelled to hear a grave lecture, 
which they have cautiouſly ſhunned; and 


be ſtung up to horrors, beyond the power 
of a human pencil to paint! O let me live 


the life of the righteous! Let me dye his 


death! And let me be'a follower of him 


who. has got the ſtart of us; and thro' faith, 
and patience, is now inheriting the promi- 
ſes! 


III. And laſtly, If good ſouls are warmly 
concerned for the happineſs of their fellow- 


creatures, then what a glorious world muſt; 
heaven be, whoſe ſociety is compoſed of 


ſuch benevolent ſpirits! 5 1 


en, no deforming tongue walks the 
hear] 


F 20. 


| heavenly ſtreets! There, envy's piercing eyes 4 


never flaſh malignant fire! There boiling 
anger never heaves a tempeſt! There, plod- 


ding malice never plunges the aſſaſſin's 
ſtab! There harmony s ſweeteſt notes, ſound 


from the well tuned ſtrings of every harp! 


A ready communication of each other' 8 
joys, heightens the ſacred bliſs of one and 
all! What acceſſions of over-flowing rapture, 
will ariſe from every member s admiſſion 
there! How pleafing | to hold melodious con- 
verſe with our fellow-ſaints; and particular- 


Ih thoſe, with whom we were nearly con- 


low- 
nuſt 


nected in the ties of friendſhip, and render 
endearments when below! Who can con- 


ceive the joy diffuſed thro' every power, 


{ whilſt recounting to each other, with ado- 


rin g ardor, the hiſtory of providence; own- 


ling the beauty of every ſeeming deformity; | 


hea- 


n divine love to have been the con- 
ſtant 


(30) 
ſtant companion of the harſheſt meaſures; 4 


and then jointly ſhouting the honors of free | 


grace, that has fixed on their brows the con- 
queror's crown for ever! Y 


© 9 
ps nas Al 


* 


Thus it will be when we unite with the 
"general aſſembly: the church of the firſt bornz 
when wwe come to Jeſus the mediator of the new 
covenant, and to God the judge of all”: where, 
with elevated fervor, and grateful ſtrains, 
we mall repeat che never ceaſing ſong, © fo 
him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins 
in his oven blood, and made us kings and pr 19005 
to th be 8lory and dominion for ever and e 


* RrVTTATtox I, s, 6. 


